The Greater Priest

Hebrews 7:20-28
Introduction:
I. He is Greater in His Appointment – 7:20-21
A. The Levitical Priests were Formally Appointed, But there was No Oath. 
B. Jesus was Appointed With an Oath 

II. He is Greater in His Performance – 7:22-25

A. Jesus is Guarantor of the New Covenant – 7:22

1. The Levitical Priesthood had a Mediator.

Galatians 3:19
“What purpose then does the law serve? ﻿﻿It was added because of transgressions, till the ﻿﻿Seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ﻿﻿appointed through angels by the hand ﻿﻿of a mediator.”
Μεσίτης - one who mediates between two parties to remove a disagreement or reach a common goal. 

The Law had to have a mediator, Moses, because there were two parties - Israel and God.

Paul goes on to say in verse 20
“Now a mediator does not mediate for one only, ﻿﻿but God is one. 

He means that, with the Abrahamic Covenant, (as with the New Covenant) there is no arbitration between parties.
God made the Covenant by Himself (Genesis 15). No mediator is involved.
It is God telling Abraham what He is going to do for him. There are no conditions stated or implied.

How different that is from Exodus 19-20 where God says, 

”if you will do this, then I will do this.” And “If you don’t do your part, I will send a curse on you.”

Here there is only a guarantor, because God is One, no mediator is needed.
2. The New Covenant has a Guarantor 
ἔγγυος - one Who Guarantees the security of a person  thing or proposition.

In this case it is a proposition, the New Covenant, which (unlike the Law) is part of the Abrahamic Covenant.
Jesus, Himself is that surety that a better Covenant has been established by God.

The greatness of His Person,

    
   The sufficiency of His sacrifice,

The authority behind His resurrection,

    
         The Superiority of His priesthood,


 
      His ascension to the throne of God,

Are a complete pledge to the validity of the better Covenant.

B. Jesus has an Unchangeable Priesthood – 7:23-24

1. The Levitical priests were many, because of death, they could not continue.

2. In the New Covenant - There is only one priest, because Jesus does not die, He continues forever. He is never succeed.
C. Jesus Is Able to Save to the Uttermost – 7:25
Save -σῴζειν from σῴζω - to deliver. 
Question: to save or deliver from what?

There are at least 5 different uses for σῴζω, σωτηρία:        
1. Past - From the penalty of Sin – Justification 

Ephesians 2:8-9

“By grace you have been saved (σεσῳσμένοι) …”
2. Present – From the power of sin– Sanctification

I Corinthians 1:18

“For the ﻿﻿message of the cross is ﻿﻿foolishness to ﻿﻿those who are perishing, but to us ﻿﻿who are being saved (σῳζομένοις) it is the ﻿﻿power of God.”
3. Future - From the presence of sin- Glorification
Romans 13:11
“And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time ﻿﻿to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation (σωτηρία) is nearer than when we first believed. 
4. Circumstantial – from a danger or problem.
Matthew14:30

﻿“But when he saw ﻿﻿that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save (σῶσόν) me!” 

5. Physical illness – healing – Mark 10:52

(Thirteen times in Gospels and Acts)
“Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; ﻿﻿your faith has ﻿﻿made you well (σέσωκέν).” And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road. 

Mark 6:56

[the sick people] begged Him that ﻿﻿they might just touch the ﻿﻿hem of His garment. And as many as touched Him were made well.” (ἐσῴζοντο)
The meaning in Hebrews 7:25

Context: The rest of the verse tells us:

“…since He always lives ﻿﻿to make intercession for them.” 

III. He is Greater in His Person – 7:26-27

A. He Just Suits Us – 7:26
   (He is just what we need.)

1. What we had in the Law:

The Levitical priests were: in the same class as we are.
There were some good ones and some bad.

Some did their job well and some did not.

They died.
If you found a good one, He didn’t last forever. 
2. What we have in Christ

What He is:
He is holy – He displayed that moral character.

He is harmless – He showed a life perfectly innocent.
He is undefiled – He was not stained by any kind of impurity. 

He is separate from sinners – He is in a class by Himself. That’s how He could help us.

What He can do: (Hewitt – Tyndale comm.)
By His death, He can draw men near to God.

By His experience in temptation and trials, He can sympathize with His children in their frailties. 

By His enthronement, He can meet every need.

By His permanency, He can save completely.

By His prevailing advocacy, He bring the blessing and favors of God on all believers.
B. His Sacrifice is Complete – 27
1. The Levitical priests offered sacrifices daily, plus the Day of Atonement. But they could not take away sin. (Hebrews 10:4).
2. Jesus offered once for all.

Not for His own sins – He had none.
He offered for the sins of the people.
“the people” is not just Israel but the whole world, bar none.
IV. Summary – 7:28

Verse 28 summarizes the entire passage.
Levitical priests had “weakness”

They were sinners by birth.


They were sinners by choice.

The Priest of the “oath” (Psalm 110:4)

Jesus had no sin nature


Jesus had no acts of sin.

They were both, He was neither.

Conclusion:

